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Short-Answer Quiz
1. Compare and contrast the conflict and the functionalist perspective relative to the political system in the United States.  Select one current issue such as healthcare, immigration, or one of your choosing and discuss the issue from both perspectives.
The conflict viewpoint focuses on the existing social inequalities due to power differences. Therefore, some social problems result from the struggle to achieve power or wealth (Turner, 2017). On the other hand, the functionalist perspective acknowledges the presence of a variety of aspects in society, and the political system is focused on regulating conflicts through maintaining peace and order. Some of the current issues are associated with healthcare, which is viewed differently by the two perspectives. Functionalists view healthcare as a vital requirement of the society that aids in the performance of different roles in society. The conflict perspective focuses on establishing inequality in the healthcare services delivered (Turner, 2017). Moreover, people from low social backgrounds are more exposed to illnesses and inadequate healthcare services.
2. Describe your family dynamics from the functionalist, conflict, and symbolic interactionists’ perspectives.
Different sociological perspectives define family from different viewpoints. A functionalist perspective views a family as a unit in the society that contributes to the development and coordination of society through reproduction, care, and protection (Hareven, 2018). The conflict approach perceives the family as an aspect in society that ensures the continuity of social inequalities in the society; for instance, the wealthy families have their children inherit the wealth, ensuring the continuity of the social status quo. Lastly, the symbolic interactionist perspective focuses on the communication and interaction of people in society. Therefore, referring to the family, this perspective views symbolic interactions such as marriage, and family relations are based on negotiated meanings (Hareven, 2018). Moreover, it also views symbolic rituals, such as family trips, as a way of maintaining relationships.
3. What are the sociological characteristics of religion in the United States?  Build an argument that religion is likely to remain a strong feature of life in the United States or why religion may not remain a strong feature in the lives of Americans.
Depending on the different sociological perspectives, various traits define faith in the US. Functionalists acknowledge that religion plays several roles in society, such as providing answers to mythical questions and emotional support. However, the strength and existence of religion are dependent on society (Sigalow, 2016). Religion is also perceived to be characterized by contributing to gender inequality, such as the catholic faith prohibiting women from being spiritual leaders, as viewed by the conflict perspective.  Religion may, in the future, not carryon as a strong feature in the US, mostly due to the continued development of diversity in people's faith (Sigalow, 2016). The fundamental societal pillars guided by religion are slowly being brought down since discoveries are challenging people's faith, including the gender inequality in the existing faiths.
4. Select one of the sociological perspectives, the functionalist, conflict, or symbolic interactionist, and analyze the problems facing K-12 education in the United States.  Describe three or four solutions that you would like to present to your local school board to improve the educational system.
The selected sociological standpoint is the functionalist perspective, which views education as an institution that plays various roles in society. This perspective acknowledges that through education, the society develops. More so, since it aids in social integration, cultural innovation, and lowering the unemployment rates due to the skills and knowledge provided (Blackledge & Hunt, 2019). Therefore, to avoid harming society, all the problems hindering education in the society should be solved. Regarding the problems faced by K-12 education in the US, one primary solution would be to enhance security in the school through electrical fencing and security guards, since insecurity is one of the significant problems. Secondly, the school board should closely monitor and ban any form of bullying in schools to create a sound environment for the children to learn and contribute to society's development (Blackledge & Hunt, 2019). Lastly, to deliver adequate quality education, both teachers and parents play a part. Therefore, the school board should embrace parents' involvement in education delivery.
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